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BLURRING THE LINES BETWEEN HUNTING
RIFLE AND PRECISION CHASSIS GUN

BENELLI
LUPO HPR
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he bolt-rifle world has 
changed exponentially over the 

years. I paid around $2500.00 for 

my first precision rifle nearly 30 
years ago. Built like a tank, it was 
for duty use as a police marks-
man, was a solid half-MOA gun, 
and took about six months to 

get. Used during Precision Rifle 
One and Two at Thunder Ranch, 
Texas, it weighed a ton but per-
formed flawlessly. This same rifle 
today has almost doubled in both 
cost and wait times.  

During the same time period, 

hunting rifles were almost always 
“factory options,” and anything 
that grouped under two inches 
at 100 yards was considered very 
good in the precision depart-
ment. Fast forward to now, and 
precision and hunting rifles have 
merged. Even low-cost factory 
rifles will shoot under an inch 

at 100 yards, and some rival the 
capabilities of my first precision 
rifle. Custom hunting rifles are as 
capable as the costliest precision 
rifles made today, just designed 
around the hunting market but 
carrying the same five-grand-plus 
price tags. As the long-range-
hunting segment has grown, there 
has been a call for something 
that bears a stronger resemblance 

to a precision rifle — a platform 
with a high level of downrange 
precision that uses a hunting-style 
stock that incorporates many 
of the advantages of high-dollar 
chassis systems. The new Benelli 
LUPO HPR is a prime example.   

 
BENELLI  LUPO  HPR

300 WIN  MAG
The LUPO HPR carries a fac-
tory sub-MOA guarantee, which is 
pretty standard these days, and it 

1—The HPR’s action rests in a lightweight aluminum chassis housing a 2.2 to 4.5-pound adjustable trigger. The bolt handle 
attached to the large three-lug bolt has a unique “gullwing” profile, which works well in conjunction with its short 60-de-
gree throw. A tang safety selector and bright-red cocking indicator can be seen at the rear. The magazine capacity of On 
Target’s 300 Win Mag test rifle was four rounds, with smaller calibers having a five-round capacity.

1—The HPR’s fluted 26-inch heavy-contour barrel sets it apart from your average hunting rifle and incorporates all the essential 
ingredients for accurate long-range shot placement. Its large three-port compensator, although loud, was very effective at taming 

felt recoil and muzzle rise. M-LOK accessory cuts can be found at 3, 6, and 9 
o’clock on the forend, as well as QD sling swivel attachment points on either side.BENELLI  LUPO HPR 300 WIN MAG

Caliber:               300 Win Mag, as tested

Action Type:       Bolt action

Trigger:               Adjustable

Rate of twist:    1-11
Barrel:                26-inch, heavy contour

Finish:                  Matte Black BE.S.T.
Stock:                  Synthetic, tan/black webb finish

Mag./capacity:  Detachable, four rounds

Sights:                 Picatinny rail

OAL:                    46.25 inches

Weight:              10.40 pounds

MSRP:                $2,949
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met that mark quite easily during 
my testing. Available in the usual 
308 Win and 6.5 CM, you can 
also get it in cartridges with a little 
more reach, including 6.5 and 300 
PRC, 338LM, and 300 Win Mag 
— the latter being what my test 
rifle was chambered in. The HPR’s 
26-inch (24-inch in some cham-
berings) heavy-contour fluted 
barrel is cryogenically treated and 
fitted with a sizeable three-port 
muzzle brake. The large three-lug 
bolt rides with a high level of pre-
cision within the aluminum action 
and features a short 60-degree 
throw, making it strong, smooth, 
and quick to manipulate. All met-

al parts are protected by Benelli’s 
proprietary BE.S.T. coating. The 
trigger is adjustable from 2.2 to 
4.5 pounds; this sample was crisp 
with no creep or overtravel, and 
I left it in the factory setting for 
testing. The magazine is propri-
etary, with the highest capacity 
being five rounds or four for the 
larger calibers. A one-piece 30 
MOA Picatinny optic rail comes 
factory-installed.

The HPR’s synthetic stock, fin-
ished in a great-looking tan with 
black webbing, is designed with 
shooter biometrics in mind, with 
adjustments for length of pull, 
cheek height, an interchangeable 

pistol grip with hunting and target 
profiles, and a removable “bag 
rider” insert on the bottom edge 
of the buttstock. Hidden behind 
the buttpad, Benelli’s advanced 
yet simple “Progressive Recoil 
Management” system takes the 
bite out of the big, stout cartridg-
es. Forend includes M-LOK cuts 
on both sides and the bottom to 
accommodate rails for bipods or 
other accessories. QD sling swivel 
attachment points can be found 
on both sides of the forend and 
buttstock.

With a retail price of $2949.00, 
the Lupo HPR sits just under the 
($3K) limit for the PRS Produc-

1—To accommodate each shooter’s unique biometrics, the Lupo HPR buttstock features an eight-position push-button 
adjustable comb, an interchangeable grip (target or hunting), a removable bag rider, and drop/cast adjustment shims. At the 
very rear, you’ll find Benelli’s Progressive Comfort System buttpad assembly, which effectively reduces felt-recoil, as well 
as QD sling swivel attachment points on either side.
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tion Division, making it suitable 
for both competition and hunting. 
Magazine capacity does pose some 
limitations for competition, but the 
rifle itself would undoubtedly do 
well in the Production Division. 

OPTIC
As versatile as the rifle we 
mounted it on, our test scope was 
a Steiner USA H6Xi 5-30x50mm 
with a one-piece 30mm tube, 
using the Steiner MHR reticle 
mounted in the first focal plane. 
This line of scopes is fitted with 
some of the best glass on the mar-
ket in this price range ($2,500). 
Eye relief is generous, and at 28 
ounces, it’s light by comparison to 
many. The Modern Hunting Ret-
icle is versatile, allowing for clear 
and useful holds. Turrets are 1/4 

MOA adjustments with 30 MOA 
of total adjustment. Check out the 
entire line at steiner-optics.com.

RANGE TESTING
Accuracy was solid and well 
under the .75 MOA guarantee 
with most loads. My best five-
shot group was around a half 
inch using the Barnes 220 Grain 
OTM-BT Precision Match. The 
Federal Gold Medal Match 190 
grain was not far behind; in fact, I 
was able to group everything close 
to half MOA at 100 yards using 
the match loads. Barnes 180 grain 
TTSX was also quite accurate, 
although closer to the 3/4 inch 
mark. Although loud, as expected, 
the muzzle brake made it pretty 
soft shooting, and the stock lends 
itself well to shooting off a bench 

using a bag.  
With a 26” barrel, this is not 

a particularly “handy rifle,” but 
it is well-balanced and capable 
of working around obstacles. 
Add a suppressor, and things do 
get pretty long, however. In the 
wide-open territory this rifle was 
designed for, rested off a bipod or 
tripod, this is very much a moot 
point though. While I did not 
swap out grips, the adjustments 
for cheek weld and length of pull 
were easy to use, and I took full 
advantage. Whether working off 
a tree branch, other random ob-
stacles, or a legitimate tripod, the 
HPR felt solidly planted. Benelli 
designed this stock to meet the 
tasks of hunter and competitor, 
and in that, succeeded quite well. 

The HPR had no issues out 

1—Steiner’s H6Xi 5-30x50mm proved to be an ideal match to the HPR’s range and precision capabilities. With its MHR 
(Modern Hunting Reticle) reticle allowing for clear and useful holds, ethical long-range shots on game are made that 
much easier. We mounted the optic in a set of Steiner rings on the rifle’s included one-piece 30 MOA Picatinny optic rail.
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to 800 yards on the 12-inch di-
ameter steel, with the 220-grain 
Barnes really excelling beyond 
that. Once dialed in, I was able 
to get consistent hits on the 
3’x3’ steel at 1275 yards. Having 
the ability to crank the Steiner 
to 25-plus power really helps 
these old eyes see targets that are 
far away, and its turrets are easy 
to manipulate and operate with 
tactile clicks and visible num-
bers. All told, out of the box, 
the HPR is more than capable at 
longer ranges. 

For longer-range shooters, the 

300 Win Mag still commands 
a very strong following; if you 
are reaching out to 1500 yards 
or less, it remains very effective. 
Go out any further, and I much 
prefer the 6.5 PRC, but many 
swear by the 300 Win Mag for 
this as well. It also retains quite 
a few fans who hunt larger game 
and require heavier bullets. 

FINAL THOUGHTS
Benelli is known for its 
high-quality offerings, and the 
LUPO HPR delivers just that. 
Given just a few limitations in 

the PRS competition world, 
the LUPO HPR delivers on its 
versatility promise, allowing you 
to take this system on any hunt 
as well as dabble in the com-
petition world. Although not 
inexpensive, you can pay nearly 
twice as much for a rifle that is 
not significantly more accurate. 
Chassis systems are the rage in 
the competition arena, but most 
hunters are just not interested 
in these very mission-specific 
platforms. Adjustability of the 
HPR for individual shooters is 
about as good as it gets from 

a factory non-chassis-system 
offering. Weighing in at just over 
10 pounds, given the appropri-
ate means of carry, it is plenty 
light for longer hikes, especially 
given the fact that it’s a magnum 
caliber. Move to a 6.5CM or 308 
and you lose a pound right off 
the bat, and the 6.5 PRC with 

1—While the Lupo HPR is a larger, heavier rifle compared to a traditional hunting rifle, it wasn’t meant for snap shots 
in thick brush. Instead, the HPR is more at home in wide-open territory with enablers such as bipod or tripod, but this isn’t 
to say that it’s too cumbersome to make the hike out there.

3—Meeting the rifle’s factory-guaranteed 3/4-inch, 
five-shot group size at 100 yards proved a non-issue. The 
best group during testing, pictured here, measured 0.50 
on the dot, printed using Barnes’ 220 Grain Precision 
Match. All ammo tested had at least one group measur-
ing in under the HPR’s precision guarantee.

2—The HPR’s bolt cycled smoothly and positively with 
repeatable and consistent ejection. Whether during 
hunting season or precision rifle matches in the off-sea-
son, the Lupo HPR is well-rounded enough to excel at 
multiple disciplines.

Ammunition 		                    Velocity	          Accuracy

Barnes 220 Grain Precision Match	   2700	        .50 Inches

Federal 190 Grain Match		    2850	        .55 Inches

Barnes 180 Grain TTSX		    2900	        .70 Inches

Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet per second and was measured using a Garmin. Accuracy 
in inches for three five-round groups fired from 100 yards using a pack as a rest from behind a bench. 

two inches less 
barrel weighs in 
at 9.6 pounds. 
There is a ton to 
like about the 
HPR system; it’s 
comfortable and accurate, has a 
versatile stock, and is chambered 
in all the right cartridges. See the 

Lupo HPR at your nearest dealer, 
or for more information, contact 
Benelli; Web: benelli.com
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